12 (new). A papermaking process comprising the 
transportation of a paper sheet along a path in a papermaking 
machine on a belt mounted in the papermaking machine, wherein 
the paper sheet is in parallel, juxtaposed relation to a 
surface of the belt, wherein the belt comprises a base layer 
having opposite surfaces, a thin resin layer formed on one of 
the surfaces of the base layer and a thick resin layer formed 
on the other surface of the base layer, the thick resin layer 
having a middle part and opposite side edge parts, wherein the 
thickness of the opposite side edge parts of the thick resin 
layer is smaller than that of the middle part thereof, whereby 
curling of side edges of the belt is prevented by suppressing 
differential thermal contraction between the base layer and 
the thick resin layer. 

13 (new). A papermaking process according to claim 12, 
wherein said belt is a be£ is utilized in the papermaking 
machine as a shoe press bllt or as a transfer belt. 

14 (new). A papermak/ng process according to claim 12, in 
which the belt travels over cylindrical surfaces of rollers in 
the papermaking machine, and in which the belt has opposite 
parallel surfaces, one of which contacts the cylindrical 
surfaces of the rollers over its entire width. 



In the parent application, claims directed to the belt 
were rejected on the power transmission belts of Stanhope 
5,658,655 or Kawashima et al . 5,753,369, on the ground that 
the claims lacked structural differences that patentabiy 
distinguish the invention from the art. Machine claims 
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hat thev were 

were withdrawn from consiaeranun un uhe 

drrected to a non-elected invention. The Examiner suggested 
that claims clearly drawn to a "process of using" may 
distinguish the invention over Stanhope and Kawashima. 

Claims 3-8 of this application correspond closely to the 
machine claims withdrawn from consideration in the parent 
application. Claims 9 and 12 are process claims which closely 
track the language of machine claims 3 and 6, respectively. 
It is submitted that all of claims 3-14 are directed to a 
single invention. It is also submitted that claims 3-14 
define patentable subject matter, especially in that there is 
nothing in Stanhope or Kawashima et al. that shows or suggests 
the use of their belts for transporting a paper sheet in a 
; papermaking machine. 

Examination and allowance of claims 3-14 are respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HOW SON & HOW SON 
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